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$1.2M of Climate Adaptation Funding in 2014 Dane County Budget 

Contact: David S. Liebl, 608-265-2360, liebl@epd.engr.wisc.edu 

 

Madison, Wis.--The Dane County Board passed an executive budget for 2014 that includes $1.2M 

in funding to prepare the county for Wisconsin’s changing climate. 

University of Wisconsin-Extension educators Mindy Habecker and David S. Liebl facilitated as 

county department heads considered several weather scenarios using data from the Wisconsin 

Initiative on Climate Change Impacts (http://www.wicci.wisc.edu/). 

Asked how they would cope with increased intensity and duration of heat waves, more precipitation 

in winter and spring, and more severe rainfall events, the departments identified 65 specific 

vulnerabilities and adaptation strategies. Those given the highest priority are reflected in the 

following budget items: 

--$40,000 to acquire radios for Dane County Parks vehicles to allow them access to Dane 

County’s new “DaneCom” interoperable emergency communications system. Access to DaneCom 

will allow better communication during extreme weather events.  

--A new fund in the highway department budget dedicated to the replacement of outdated culverts 

under roads. Many culverts are undersized for the volume of runoff from increasing rainfall, 

resulting in flooding of valuable agricultural lands and, in some cases, closing highways.  

--A $10,000 emergency sandbag fund to build a stockpile of thousands of sandbags ready for 

flooding response for future high water events. 

--$636,000 for new, four-wheel drive, all-weather sheriff’s vehicles to improve emergency 

response during extreme weather.  

--$100,000 track driven tree remover for the Parks to help clear downfalls from high winds. 

--$60,000 for three Blizzard Buster plows for Parks trucks to maintain access during severe 

snowstorms. 

--$380,000 for a special educational exhibit focused on climate change for the Dane County Zoo 

Arctic Passage project.  

County departments will continue to implement strategies to reduce climate risks such as heat 

wave stress on vulnerable people and employees working outdoors; high-temperature buckling of 

roadways; hazardous materials stored in floodways; and septic system overflows and drinking 

water contamination. 

For more information on Dane County’s climate adaptation planning contact Melissa Malott, office 

of the Dane County Executive, 608-266-4795, Malott@countyofdane.com. 

If your community is concerned about climate vulnerability and risk, contact your University of 

Wisconsin-Extension county office (information available at http://yourcountyextensionoffice.org). 

  

### 

mailto:liebl@epd.engr.wisc.edu
http://www.wicci.wisc.edu/
mailto:Malott@countyofdane.com
http://yourcountyextensionoffice.org/

