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Volunteer Stream Monitoring award winners announced 
Volunteers recognized for efforts to monitor the health of Wisconsin’s streams  
 
Contact: Kris Stepenuck, kfstepenuck@wisc.edu, 608-265-3887 
 
MADISON, Wis.--Two individuals and two local citizen monitoring groups were 
recognized for their contributions to the health of Wisconsin's streams at the 
annual Volunteer Stream Monitoring Symposium held last week at the University 
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 
 
Every year, the University of Wisconsin-Extension and the Department of Natural 
Resources present the Wisconsin Stream Monitoring Awards to recognize 
volunteers, employees and teachers for their commitment to monitoring, 
collecting data, raising awareness and sharing knowledge about Wisconsin 
streams. 
 
Around the state, volunteers monitored more than 580 stream sites in 2013--
more than ever before in the history of volunteer stream monitoring in Wisconsin.  
 
“The dedication of volunteers across the state to monitor the health of their local 
streams is phenomenal,“ says Kris Stepenuck, Volunteer Stream Monitoring 
Program Director for UW-Extension and the DNR. 
  
Volunteers recognized this year include: 
 
--Rick Fahrenkrug of Neenah, with the Central Wisconsin Trout Unlimited River 
Keepers. Fahrenkrug has volunteered his time as a co-leader of this program for 
the past five years. The River Keepers currently have 28 teams monitoring 35 
sites in multiple counties in and around the Fox Valley. Fahrenkrug has 
dedicated thousands of hours helping to energize this program. His efforts have 
included working with a landowner to improve in-stream habitat after monitoring 
results sparked the landowners’ interest.  
 
--Friends of the Yahara River Headwaters. Based in DeForest, this group has 
been actively involved in volunteer stream monitoring since 2010. Eight 
volunteers monitor 12 sites representing all three levels of the Water Action 
Volunteers Stream Monitoring program, including both the road salt and total 
phosphorus monitoring projects. Members also work with DeForest High School 
to engage students in hands-on monitoring, building students’ appreciation for 
the Yahara River as an important part of their community. The group also 
sponsors an annual river clean up, fishing instruction for youth, and worked with 
the Village of DeForest to open a path for recreational paddlers. The group is 
currently developing a long-term stewardship plan for the river. 
 

mailto:kfstepenuck@wisc.edu


--The Lower Fox River Watershed Monitoring Program was established in 2003. 
It is a unique combination of monitoring by university, municipality, industry and 
government partners and school-based monitoring carried out at regular 
intervals. One of the program’s goals is to collect high quality data to help in the 
restoration of the Lower Fox River Watershed. The program involves 11 schools 
monitoring two sites each on seven tributaries to the Fox River. Each year 
teachers participate in a summer training at UW-Green Bay. School-based 
monitoring activities occur year round. Each spring, a watershed symposium 
allows students from the participating schools to share their results. Water quality 
professionals judge the student presentations and an annual report is produced. 
Program creators Kevin and Jill Fermanich, accepted the award on behalf of all 
the school partners. The program is currently directed by Annette Pelegrin at 
UW-Green Bay. 
 
--Nancy Sheehan of Madison has coordinated stream monitoring for the Rock 
River Coalition since 2012. When she was hired, the Rock River Coalition was 
seeking to increase the number of sites and citizen monitors in the Basin. 
Nancy’s efforts to coordinate trainings, communicate with volunteers and involve 
a multitude of partners have paid off, with 79 active monitors volunteering their 
time to assess water quality at 72 sites across the Basin--a significant increase 
from 2011. Nominator Patricia Cicero noted the importance of Nancy’s efforts to 
provide education to help citizens become good stewards of the environment, to 
create partnerships and to help generate data that can be used by resource 
professionals. Her efforts have resulted in a first-of-its-kind partnership to have 
municipalities sponsor citizen monitoring efforts, and to enable citizens to collect 
data to be used in the Yahara River Basin’s adaptive management project with 
the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District. 
 
To learn more about the Water Action Volunteers Stream Monitoring program, 
visit: http://watermonitoring.uwex.edu/wav/. 
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